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which, after unlold snlVeiing, the {irst: successful socialist
revolution emerged.

For a brief vdnle after the War both peoples and govern-
ing classes appeared to have l*-ann-cl a lesson, and the close
of the War saw a v ilium attempt Jo put leLuions between
countries on the ne\\ moral level of justice, order, respect
for law and the abandonment of (he use of force in the
settlement of disputes. Tin- LtM^m: of Nations was born.

Of the i>meeri(y of these attempts of the leopard to change
his spots, the U.S.S.K.. was from the first sceptical. Too
frequently the League, alike in its actions and in the
utterances of its leading Power;, appeared to lie directed
towards carr^in;; on, in another form, the wars of inter-
vention aj^ainit ihe U.S.S.K., raih<;r than in building1 up a
new peac<' system.

These wais of intervention had U-fi an inefFac<rab!e mark
npon Russian minds, lu",l illnstraled by the appeal made to
the\voi-ld\s\voi Iv^rs by (Ihiehc-rijij the Commissar for Foreign
Affairs uf April liith, t{>i<):

"It is noiu; oilier than your ridel's who are keeping
civil war alive anion^ ns {>/ giving help to rounter-
revolniioauries atul creatinjf hunger and tmemployment
by th<* Ci'iinin-d blockade of Soviet Knssia."

We have hoard recently a jj;rt:at deal about " ezicirclc-
inent." \VJio \\ill deny the constant and continual
efforts of the fttvat capitalist Povvcra, rtion; often than not led
by Great Britain, to isolate and encircle the Soviet Union?

The Genoa Conference in ro,2'j> and Locarno in 1925 are
cases in poinJ. At Genoa the Soviet delegates were in-
formed that their country would be aJded to repair the
ravages of war arid civil war on condition that it gave up its
plans for socialism. The same Conference pushed defeated
Germany entirely on one side, treating her as a pariah.
Germany and Russia, thus thrown together, formed the
Treaty of Rupallo, beginning thereby a long series of con-
tacts broken only during the five years, which we shall
cxammc later, when the Soviet Government sought, through